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What is claimed is: 

1 . A method for creating 'thread-of-discussion electronic mail messages for 
chained electronic mail messages in an electronic mail system, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

parsing text of a chained /electronic mail message into discussion entries, said 
parsing being performed by fmaing delimiters and message segment indicators within 
the text of the chained electronic mail message; 

sorting said discussion entries into a preferred order; 

reducing the discussioi . entries to discussion information by eliminating 
redundant and unnecessary inl brmation from said discussion entries; and 

outputting the sorted, 'educed discussion entries into a thread-of-discussion 
message format. 

2. The method as set foijth in Claim 1 wherein said step of parsing the text of a 
chained electronic mail mesj age into discussion entries comprises parsing a Simple 
Mail Transfer Protocol mess age. 

3 . The method as set fc rth in Claim 1 wherein said step of parsing the text of a 
chained electronic mail message into discussion entries comprises parsing a Hyper 
Text Markup Language mei;sage. 

4. The method as set forth in Claim 1 wherein said step of sorting said discussion 
entries into a preferred order comprises sorting the discussion entries into a 
first-to-last order based upon timestamps associated with the discussion entries. 
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5. The method as set forth ik Claim 1 wherein said step of sorting said discussion 
entries into a preferred order coniprises sorting the discussion entries into a 
last-to-first order based upon time^tamps associated with the discussion entries. 

6. The method as set forth in Claim 1 wherein said step of reducing the 
5 discussion entries to discussion inf jrmation comprises removing extraneous 

non-discussion field and formatting; information from the discussion entries. 

7. The method as set forth in ('laim 1 wherein said step of outputting the sorted, 



reduced discussion entries into a thiead-of-discussion message format further 
comprises replacing full electronic mail addresses for authors of said discussion 
10 entries with short names or abbreviaiions associated with the full electronic mail 
addresses. 

8. The method as set forth in CI aim 1 further comprising a step of merging text 
fi-om a chained electronic mail message with text from other chained electronic 

chain group. 

aim 1 further comprising a step of automatically 



messages associated with a common 
9. The method as set forth in C 



addressing a new electronic mail message to one or more of members of an associated 



chain group, said new electronic mai 



discussion entries in a thread-of-dicussion format 



10. A computer-readable mediuiji 
20 thread-of-discussion electronic mail 



1 message containing said sorted, reduced 



containing program code for creating 
messages for chained electronic mail messages in 
an electronic mail system, said electronic mail system being capable of executing 
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de when executed causing the electronic mail system 



program code, said program c^ 
to perform the steps of: 

parsing the text of a chjained electronic mail message into discussion entries, 
said parsing being performed by finding delimiters and message segment indicators 
within the text of the chained € lectronic mail message; 

entries into a preferred order; 
reducing the discussioti entries to discussion information by eliminating 
redxmdant and unnecessary inbrmation from said discussion entries; and 

outputting the sorted, i educed discussion entries into a thread-of-discussion 



sorting said discussion 



1 0 message format. 

1 1 , The computer-readab 
code for parsing the text of a 



e medium as set forth in claim 10 wherein said program 
chained electronic mail message into discussion entries 
comprises program code for [parsing a Simple Mail Transfer Protocol message. 

12. The computer-readable medium as set forth in claim 10 wherein said program 
1 5 code for parsing the text of a chained electronic mail message into discussion entries 

comprises program code for parsing a Hyper Text Markup Language message. 

13. The computer-reada:)le medium as set forth in claim 10 wherein said program 
code for sorting said discus non entries into a preferred order comprises program code 
for sorting the discussion ejitries into a first-to-last order based upon timestamps 

20 associated with the discussi on entries. 

14. The computer-readable medium as set forth in claim 10 wherein said program 
code for sorting said discussion entries into a preferred order comprises program code 
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for sorting the discussion entrie\ into a last-to-first order based upon timestamps 
associated with the discussion er tries. 

15. The computer-readable n edium as set forth in claim 1 0 wherein said program 
code for reducing the discussion entries to discussion information comprises 
removing extraneous non-discuss|on field and formatting information from the 
discussion entries. 

16. The computer-readable mbdium as set forth in claim 10 wherein said program 
code for outputting the sorted, rec luced discussion entries into a thread-of-discussion 
message format further comprise^ program code for replacing full electronic mail 

1 0 addresses for authors of said discussion entries with short names or abbreviations 



associated with the full electronic 



mail addresses. 



17, The computer-readable medium as set forth in Claim 10 further comprising 
program code for performing the step of merging text from a chained electronic mail 
message with text from other chained electronic messages associated with a common 

15 chain group. 

1 8. The computer-readable medium as set forth in Claim 10 further comprising 
program code for step of automatic ally addressing a new electronic mail message to 
one or more of members of an asso :iated chain group, said new electronic mail 
message containing said sorted, red jced discussion entries in a thread-of-dicussion 



20 format. 



19. A system for producing thre; 
for chained electronic messages in 



d-of-discussion formatted electronic messages 
electronic mail system, said electronic mail 
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uitable for executing program code, and said electronic 
mail system having a means for receiving chained-transmitted electronic messages via 
a computer network, said S]^stem comprising: 

a message parser foi parsing text of chained electronic messages into 
5 discussion entries by findin i delimiting indicators within the text of chained 
electronic message; j 

a entry sorter for sorting discussion entries into a preferred order; 
an information reducer for removing extraneous message information, data, 
and fields which are unrelated to substantive discussion; and 
10 a message outpui creator for creating a thread-of-discussion message 

comprises of said sortei and reduced discussion entries. 

20. The system as sjet forth in claim 19 wherein said message parser is adapted to 
parse Simple Mail Transfer Protocol messages. 

2 1 . The system as /set forth in claim 1 9 wherein said message parser is adapted to 
1 5 parse Hyper Text Markup Language messages. 

22. The system as set forth in claim 1 9 wherein said entry sorter is adapted to sort 
discussion entries into a first-to-last order based upon timestamps associated with 
each discussion entiy. 

23. The systenJ as set forth in claim 1 9 wherein said entry sorter is adapted to sort 
20 discussion entries mto a last-to-first order based upon timestamps associated with 

each discussion eAtry. 



\ 
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24. The system as set ^rth in claim 19 wherein said message output creator 
further comprises a short niime label creator for substituting full electronic mail 
addresses associated with said discussion entries with short names associated with 
said full electronic mail addresses. 

25. The system as set form in claim 19 wherein said message output creator 
further comprises a short name label creator for substituting full electronic mail 
addresses associated with sa d discussion entries with abbreviations of said full 



electronic mail addresses. 



foith 



26. The system as set 
merge two or more chained 

27. The system as set 
further comprises and autonjatic 
addressing a new electronic 



foith 



in claim 19 wherein said message parser is adapted to 
electronic messages associated with a chain group, 
in claim 19 wherein said message output creator 
ic message address generator for automatically 
message to one or more members of a chain group. 
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